John Bostock
Links with Korea were also fostered through a
visit by John Bostock (Manager of the Stirling
Aquaculture consultancy group) in November
2007 to speak at a seminar on traceability at
the Busan International Seafood and Fisheries
Expo. The implementation of traceability
in the seafood industry in Korea is some
way behind that of Europe, although the
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries
(MOMAF) is in the process of introducing
a traceability system. John introduced the
situation in Europe with reference to high
profile food scares in the 1990s that led to
food laws requiring chain traceability of food
products and ingredients. Through additional
legislation, industr y practice and the
emerging importance of food certification
schemes, John explained how traceability
has become both more important and
comprehensive in the European food industry.
Several examples were given of the way in
which traceability and product tracking are
now combined using modern electronic
sensors, global positioning systems, mobile
communications technologies, computers,

networks and Internet services. Projects that
are seeking to create universal standards
and gateways for traceability data exchange
were also discussed. A key message of
the presentation was that although often
regarded as a costly imposition, traceability
can become a powerful tool for business
management, enabling improved cost,
production and quality management, and
strengthening customer relations.
In addition to participating in the traceability
seminar, John also visited the National
Fisheries Research and Development
Institute (NFRDI) laboratories near Busan,
where Dr Myoung-Ae Park is based, and gave
a short presentation on current aquaculture
developments in Europe. In the following
days, visits were made to the impressive
Gyeongsangnam-do Marine Resources
Research Institute and some commercial fish
farms around Tong Yeong. Here he also met
with Professor Jae-Yoon Jo from Pukyong
National University, with the opportunity
to share a mutual interest in recirculated

aquaculture systems over an excellent dinner.
Before departing, meetings were held with
staff of MOMAF and the Korea Maritime
Institute (KMI) in Seoul to discuss current
developments and opportunities for greater
linkages between Stirling and Korea.
Facilitating the visit and acting as interpreter
and guide throughout was Dr Duk-Hyun
Yo o n ( Ph D I n s t i t u te o f Aq u a c u l t u re,
1999), now General Manager of Aqua-Int.
Consulting Ltd. and Research Scientist for the
Korean Ocean Research and Development
Institute (KORDI). This provided an ideal
opportunity to explore potential synergies
and build stronger collaboration between
our consultancy services. This will allow
both groups to provide a greater range
and depth of services including sector and
market analysis, feasibility studies, technical
expertise, management and training. These
will be especially promoted at the World
Aquaculture Society Meeting and Exhibition
in May 2008 in Busan.

Aqua-TNET
Step into the ancient courtyards of many
famous colleges and you feel yourself in a
timeless world where only the clothes people
wear or the music drifting from open windows
indicates which century you are in. However,
under the skin, higher education is changing
rapidly, with factors such as globalisation and
the development of the Internet creating new
challenges and opportunities. Aqua-TNET
is a network of 109 partner organisations
in Europe with a stake in aquaculture and
aquatic resources education, which is seeking
to address these issues for our sector.
European policy recognises the increasingly
competitive nature of the global economy
and the importance of strengthening and
maintaining innovation. This can be addressed
by improving links between research and
teaching; extending access to further and
higher education and developing both a
culture and infrastructure for lifelong learning.
Innovation is also helped by improving
collaboration across Member States, hence
policies are in place for improving student
and teacher mobility through standardised
and mutually recognised qualification
frameworks; more transparent descriptions
of competences achieved; and addressing
barriers such as lack of quality resources in
less widely spoken languages.
Global trends for greater student mobility,
offshore campuses, franchised courses, and
e-Learning suggest increasing academic

consolidation. More radically, the growing
movement for Open Educational Resources
and drive for the formal recognition of
competences acquired through work
experience could lead to some separation or
specialisation of the core teaching functions
of material preparation and presentation,
student coaching and formal assessment.

and assessment; Trevor Telfer and Richard
Corner have worked with the group on PhD
curriculum development and assessment
and Lindsay Pollock (until recently) with the
group on Masters Courses. The Institute is
well ahead in adapting to the new demands
with the restructuring of our Masters level
teaching to create modules for more flexible
learning patterns and the innovation of
e-Learning and blended learning courses
for international and work-based learning.
However, this is only the start and we look
forward to further innovations and closer
collaborations in the future. For more
information about the Aqua-TNET project see
www.aquatnet.com

The Institute of Aquaculture is playing an
active role in the Aqua-TNET project, which
is coordinated by the University of Gent, with
Aqua TT Ltd providing the project secretariat.
John Bostock is leading the workgroup on
innovation in teaching, which has recently
published a review on the topic. This examines
the impacts and
opportunities
o f
n e w
information and
communication
technologies
on teaching and
learning, and
provides a basis
for more practical
guides currently
in preparation.
Kim Jauncey is a
key participant in
t h e wo r k gro u p
on educational
transparency and
competenceb a s e d l e ar ning The Aqua-TNET website showing partner locations.
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The Aqua-TNET website showing partner locations.
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