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these traders are receptive to aquaculture 
products provided quality and price 
expectations are met (Figure 7).
A problem identifi ed in most cities is the 
quality and suitability of available water for 
fi sh farming. In the case of Dar es Salaam 
some water bodies may be contaminated 
with heavy metals such as lead and cadmium 
and therefore all sites may not be suitable. In 
addition, in most of these zones city bylaws 
are not conductive for both aquaculture 
and agriculture. Eff orts will have to be 
focused on local institutions to create an 
enabling environment to encourage ordered 
expansion of aquafarming to meet the rising 
demands from cities.

Conclusion

The above case studies of urban and 
periurban aquaculture show that it is already 
playing an important role within the markets 
of SSA.  Evidence suggests that there is 
quite diverse recognition and interest in 
the potential contribution of aquaculture 
to local food supplies, especially targeting 
market segments with comparatively few 
alternative competitors.  Whilst the wider 
availability of imported frozen low unit-value 
pelagic species is likely to remain a serious 
constraint to expansion of high volume, 
low cost-focussed production systems, their 
very presence may well provide the fi nancial 
incentive and stimulus for future expansion 
of current activities.

For more information on this 
project, a detailed list of references 
from this article or to discuss 
general issues of aquaculture 
development around cities in Africa 
please contact the authors via this 
e-mail address: afgrp@stir.ac.uk.
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